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MARINE RESCUE FORUM
– TOPIC : MARINE

PLASTIC POLLUTION
THE Marine Rescue Forum is a platform to discuss

important issues facing our ocean ecosystems and
empowering people to do something about them. This year’s
topic is Marine Plastic Pollution. Some 8 million tons of
plastic enters our oceans every year, and its killing marine
life and destroying ecosystems, but we are not powerless to
help. Prevention is better than a cure and it’s easy to reduce
our plastic footprint by switching to reusable instead of
single-use plastic items, like a reusable coffee cup or water
bottle. Another great way is to join clean-up initiatives, such
as Dive Against Debris or Take 3 for the Sea and Tangaroa
Blue Foundation. These groups not only help remove trash
from the environment, but they gather information on the
types of trash found so we can look for ways to reduce it.
For this year’s forum we have put together a diverse panel to
discuss marine plastic pollution and what can be done. Our
panel includes representatives from conservation groups,
such as Ocean Tidings and Elasmo, who run clean-ups and
public education, scientists and divers who are seeing the
impacts first-hand, and government officials who are
creating the policies to protect our ocean environments. This
forum aims to generate a discussion about marine plastic
pollution and empower the dive community with ways to
make a difference.

The forum will take place on 3rd August from 2.30 to 3.30pm at
Hall 3, Dive Section, ICC Sydney, Darling Harbour. 
For more information please visit our website
www.australiadiveexpo.com

DIVE GEAR
MAINTENANCE

THERE’S no doubt we enjoy
owning and using the latest dive

gear, but when it comes to
maintaining it do we have any idea?
How can we ensure that we are doing
it right? How well do we really know
the equipment and the appropriate
care they require?

To learn more, we have prepared a dive gear
maintenance talk for you. You will first learn

about your equipment – the technicalities, performance, mechanism
and function. Then you’ll learn exactly why we need to look after
them and get them serviced.

Professional dive gear trainer and scuba diving instructor, Kel
Bradley, will be sharing his expertise on this topic on both Saturday
and Sunday (3 & 4 Aug).  

So come along and pick up some useful tips and tricks that will
help you keep your equipment working well and for longer. You
won’t have to bring your dive gear, just your eagerness to learn!

KEL BRADLEY

http://www.australiadiveexpo.com/
http://www.divelog.net.au/
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AUSTRALIA INTERNATIONAL DIVE EXPO IS
BACK TO FOCUS ON MARINE CONSERVATION

• Free Entry and Seminars for Selected NSW Schools (Marine Studies) 
• Presentations by Industry Experts
• Dive Try Outs in On-site Pool
• Free Media Access

For the third consecutive year, the Australia International
Dive Expo (AIDE) will once again take place at the
International Convention Centre Sydney as part of the annual
Sydney International Boat Show (SIBS), the largest
recreational boating event in the Southern Hemisphere.

While AIDE will continue to promote the fun and
recreational side of the scuba diving, promote new travel
opportunities, dive destinations, introduce new gadgets and
gizmos to enhance any underwater experience, and encourage
interests such as photography and videography, a significant
focus for AIDE 2019 will be on marine conservation.

It is AIDE’s key objective to not only help grow the diving
community, but also educate the community and general
public on the importance of marine conservation. A major
part of the Show, this year visitors will be able to hear even
more about this topic during the Marine Rescue Forum, a
session organised by marine conservation organisations
Elasmo, a Newcastle based company founded by Joni Pini-
Fitzsimmons, and Ocean Tidings, headed by Sarah-Jo
Lobwein. 

“There are many individuals and organisations around the
world working towards a cleaner ocean and planet,” says
organiser Ness Puvanes. “And right here in Australia we have
many high-profiled divers and conservationists including
Sarah-Jo, Joni, Terry Cummins, Dr Scott Wilson, Fiona
Merida and others who will all be sharing with our nature and
water-loving visitors their experience and expertise on the
subject. This includes how we can contribute to the ongoing
ocean clean-up, eradicate single use plastics, help restore our
reefs, keep our marine friends healthy and much, much more.”

Other highlights this year include the Free Diving Forum,
organised by renowned photographer, Lucas Handley; marine
educational program for school children; try-dives; a fun-filled
kids’ corner and the latest high-tech underwater equipment.

As usual, there will be lots of entertainment, live
presentations, door prizes, a competition to win holidays and
dive equipment, and a bunch of exclusive travel deals not to be
missed! 

With more than 60,000 visitors expected at this year’s Show,
visitors are encouraged to register their interest and purchase
tickets online to avoid long queues. 

The Australia International Dive Expo will be running from
1 – 5 August 2019 as part of the Sydney International Boat
Show. Opening times will be 10am to 7pm in the halls, with
the adjoining marina display closing daily at 7pm.

For further information about AIDE including the list of
exhibitors, presentations, activities and workshops, go to
www.australiadiveexpo.com.  To find out more about the boat
show, visit www.sydneyboatshow.com.au.

http://www.australiadiveexpo.com/
http://www.sydneyboatshow.com.au/
http://www.divelog.net.au/

